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Background
The OECD Joint Working Party on Trade and Environment (JWPTE) undertakes regular reviews and analyses of the way in which regional and bilateral trade agreements deal with environmental issues (OECD 2007 (OECD , 2008a (OECD , 2008b (OECD and 2009b . The JWPTE has in addition organised several regional workshops where experts from both OECD and non-OECD countries have discussed their experience with the negotiation and implementation of environmental provisions in trade agreements. The most recent was the workshop on "Regional Trade Agreements and the Environment: Monitoring Implementation and Assessing Impacts" held 1-2 June 2010 at OECD headquarters in Paris (OECD, 2010b).
As part of this programme the JWPTE provides annual updates on environmental provisions in Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs) (OECD 2008c (OECD , 2009a (OECD , 2010a (OECD , 2011a (OECD , 2012 (OECD and 2013 . This is the seventh of these updates, covering developments over the period from late 2012 to October 2013. It provides an update on recent developments in environmental provisions in RTAs complemented by an examination of issues arising in their implementation and a review of developments in assessing their environmental impacts. It is based on publicly available information.
Overview of recent developments in Regional Trade Agreements
The rate of notification of RTAs to the World Trade Organisation (WTO) has remained high compared with the pre-1999 rate (Figure 1) . 1 As of 16 October 2013, some 260 RTAs were in force (counting goods and services together). The number of notifications in 2013 (19 up to September) remained at a similar level to that experienced over the past few years.
As was noted in the previous update (OECD, 2013) , the numbers of notifications to the WTO are somewhat distorted by the accession of Ukraine to the WTO in 2008 and of the Russian Federation in 2012. In both cases, accession led to the notification of agreements that had been in force for several years. As a result, the rising trend in notifications shown in Figure 1 is somewhat exaggerated compared with the number of agreements actually entering into force ( Figure 2) . 2 In Figure 2 it would appear that, except for a peak in 2009, the number of agreements entering into force has remained relatively steady since 2000. The post-2009 trend may become clearer once data are available for the whole of 2013. Of the 24 notifications listed in Table A1 , one is for the enlargement of the EU to include Croatia. Since Croatia's commitments on trade and environment are now the same as for the EU as a whole, this is not analysed further. Another, between Canada and Jordan, was covered in the update for 2009 (OECD, 2010a) . In 13 of the other notifications, environmental provisions are limited to confirming the general exceptions of GATT Article XX or GATS Article XIV, similar exceptions for particular chapters, and/or a general reference in the Preamble (Australia-Malaysia, Chile-Nicaragua, the Commonwealth of Independent States, Costa Rica-Peru, Mexico-Uruguay, PanamaGuatemala, Panama-Nicaragua, Turkey-Mauritius, Ukraine-Montenegro, and the four agreements of the Russian Federation). The agreement between Costa Rica and Singapore also includes a reference to environmental issues in a general chapter on co-operation. The other seven notifications are for RTAs with more substantive environmental provisions, particularly for environmental co-operation. These are summarised in the following section.
Recent regional trade agreements with substantive environmental content

Free Trade Agreement between Canada and the Republic of Panama
The FTA between Canada and Panama includes an extensive range of environmental provisions, similar to those in the Canada-Jordan, Canada-Colombia and Canada-Peru agreements covered in the 2009 update (OECD, 2010a) . It is accompanied by a parallel Agreement on the Environment, which expands on the provisions in the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) itself.
The Preamble to the FTA commits the parties to implement the agreement in a manner consistent with environmental protection and conservation, to enhance and enforce their domestic environmental laws and regulations, and to strengthen their cooperation on environmental matters. These commitments are reinforced in a specific chapter on the environment, which establishes the relationship between the FTA and the Agreement on the Environment. The environment-related exceptions of GATT Article XX and GATS Article XIV are incorporated into and made part of the agreement, and similar exceptions are included in the chapters on technical barriers to trade, investment and government procurement.
The Canada-Panama Agreement on the Environment commits the parties to:
 ensure that their environmental laws and policies provide for high levels of environmental protection;
 strive to continue to develop and improve their environmental laws and policies;
 effectively enforce their environmental laws;
 not weaken or derogate from their environmental laws in order to encourage trade or investment;
 maintain appropriate environmental impact assessment procedures;
 increase public awareness and transparency by ensuring that information regarding environmental laws and policies is available to the public;
 provide appropriate access to remedies for violations of environmental law;
 ensure that its administrative, quasi-judicial and judicial proceedings relating to environmental law are fair, equitable and transparent.
Other articles in the Agreement on the Environment promote the conservation of biological diversity, corporate social responsibility, and measures to enhance environmental performance. An article on environmental co-operation commits the parties to establish a work programme without delay after entry into force of the agreement. An annex to the agreement defines the modalities for co-operation and lists the priority areas to be considered. These include: reinforcing institutional and legal frameworks; market-based initiatives; management of protected areas; conserving biodiversity; cleaner production technologies; environmentally beneficial goods and services; strengthening capacity to implement Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs).
Implementation of the Agreement on the Environment is overseen by a Committee on the Environment. The Committee is required to meet within one year of entry into force of the agreement and to give consideration to undertaking a review of implementation within five years of the agreement's entry into force.
The environment chapter of the FTA is excluded from its dispute settlement process, but a separate dispute resolution mechanism is included in the Agreement on the Environment. This provides for consultation through the Committee on the Environment, and, if necessary, at Ministerial level. An independent Review Panel may be established in respect of the effective enforcement and non-derogation obligations, and the Review Panel proceedings are open to the public. Any action plan subsequently decided by the Parties must be made public.
Chile-Malaysia Free Trade Agreement
The Free Trade Agreement between Chile and Malaysia includes reference to environment and sustainable development in the Preamble, and incorporates the environment-related exceptions of GATT Article XX as part of the agreement. The Parties also agree that it is inappropriate to enact or use environmental laws, regulations, policies and practices for trade protectionist purposes, or to relax or fail to enforce their environment laws and regulations to encourage trade and investment.
A chapter on co-operation includes an article on environmental co-operation, in which the parties state their intention to co-operate in environmental areas of common global or domestic concern. These may include, among others: climate change; biodiversity and conservation of natural resources; management of hazardous chemicals; air quality; water management; waste management; marine and coastal ecological conservation and pollution control; strategic environmental impact assessment; mining practices and mines rehabilitation; and improvement of environmental awareness. Communication on environmental co-operation is through designated contact points. The dispute settlement mechanism of the FTA does not apply to the co-operation chapter.
Free Trade Agreement between the EFTA States and Montenegro
The FTA between the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) states and Montenegro includes environmental provisions similar to those in the agreement between EFTA and Hong Kong discussed in the 2012 update (OECD, 2013) . Both of these FTAs make use of a set of model environmental provisions that were presented to EFTA Ministers in June 2010.
The Preamble to the trade agreement reaffirms the Parties' commitment to pursue the objective of sustainable development, and recalls their rights and obligations under multilateral environmental agreements and the fundamental principles and rights set out in relevant International Labour Organisation Conventions. The general exceptions of GATT Article XX and GATS Article XIV are incorporated into the agreement and are made part of it.
A chapter on trade and sustainable development recognises the right of each Party to establish its own level of environmental protection, and commits each Party to encouraging high levels of protection to strive to further improve these levels. The Parties agree to enforce their environmental laws, regulations and standards effectively, and will not weaken, waive or otherwise derogate from them in order to encourage investment or seek a competitive trade advantage. Their commitments to implement Multilateral Environmental Agreements are reaffirmed. Other provisions in the chapter include the promotion of trade and investment favouring sustainable development, and strengthening their co-operation on trade and investment related environmental issues of mutual interest in appropriate international fora.
Administration of the trade and sustainable development chapter is through designated contact points. Any differences are referred for resolution to the Joint Committee established to supervise the trade agreement. There is no recourse to the arbitration procedure under the dispute settlement mechanism of the agreement.
Trade Agreement between the EU and Colombia and Peru
Environmental provisions in the European Union's Trade Agreement with Colombia and Peru are broadly similar to those in the EU-Korea agreement described in the 2010 update (OECD, 2011a) . This was the first of a "new generation" of EU RTAs that tackle issues of trade and sustainable development in more depth than previously. The agreement includes a dedicated Trade and Sustainable Development chapter containing its own mechanisms for dialogue with civil society and for dispute settlement.
Responsibility for overseeing implementation of the trade agreement is assigned to a Trade Committee. A Sub-Committee on Trade and Sustainable Development is established to oversee implementation and monitoring of the chapter, and to administer its co-operation activities.
The environmental provisions of the Trade and Sustainable Development chapter include a commitment to effectively implement all multilateral environmental agreements to which each country is a party. The right to regulate is confirmed, but each party is required to aim for a high level of environmental protection, and to refrain from derogating from its environmental standards or failing to enforce its environmental laws, in a manner that affects trade or investment between the parties. The chapter also includes sectorial articles on trade in fisheries, trade in forestry products, biodiversity and climate change.
An article in the Trade and Sustainable Development chapter sets out an indicative list of areas of co-operation. These include activities related to: evaluation of the environmental impacts of the trade agreement; monitoring implementation of multilateral environmental agreements; climate change, including the reduction of emissions from deforestation and forest degradation; conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity; sustainable forest management; trade in fishery products; and corporate social responsibility.
The Sub-committee on Trade and Sustainable Development is expected to convene annual sessions with civil society organisations and the public at large, to carry out a dialogue on matters related to the implementation of the chapter. In addition, each party is required to convene new or consult existing domestic advisory groups that will advise parties and make recommendations regarding the implementation of the chapter.
If the chapter's dispute-settlement mechanism cannot settle a difference through consultation, a group of experts is convened. A non-confidential version of the group's final report is required to be released to the public. Implementation of the recommendations is monitored by the Sub-Committee on Trade and Sustainable Development.
There is a provision on ex-post assessment, with a general commitment for each party to review, monitor and assess the impact of the RTA on sustainable development, as it deems appropriate.
Association Agreement between the EU and Central America
The EU's trade agreement with the Republics of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama (referred to as Central America) is part of a broader Association Agreement, comprising political dialogue and co-operation in addition to the creation of a free trade area.
Part IV of the Association Agreement, which establishes the free trade area, contains environmental provisions that are broadly similar to those in the RTA between the EU and Columbia and Peru discussed in the previous section. Provisions for environmental co-operation are covered in Part III of the Association Agreement, which deals with all aspects of co-operation between the parties. A Board on Trade and Sustainable Development is established to oversee implementation of the environmental co-operation activities of Part III and the trade and sustainable development chapter in Part IV.
The provisions for environmental co-operation fall into three main groups: cooperation and technical assistance on trade and sustainable development; co-operation on environment; and environmental considerations in other areas of co-operation.
In relation to trade and sustainable development the parties agree to co-operate, inter alia, on: incentives to foster environmental protection (such as ethical trade schemes and related labelling initiatives; trade-related mechanisms to help implement the international climate change regime; promoting trade in products derived from sustainably managed natural resources; implementation of multilateral environmental agreements; methodologies for a sustainability-focused review of the trade agreement; strengthening institutional capacity on trade and sustainable development issues; and frameworks for dialogue with civil society.
Co-operation on environment is required, in particular, to address: protection and sustainable management of natural resources and ecosystems, including forests and fisheries; the fight against pollution of fresh and marine waters, air and soil, including through the sound management of waste, sewage waters, chemicals and other dangerous substances and materials; global issues such as climate change, depletion of the ozone layer, desertification, deforestation, conservation of biodiversity and biosafety. Joint initiatives will be sought on climate change mitigation and adaptation, including the strengthening of carbon market mechanisms.
Co-operation on environment may also involve measures such as: promoting policy dialogue and exchange of best environmental practices, experiences, and capacity building; transfer and use of sustainable technology and know-how; integrating environmental considerations into other policy areas, including land-use management; promoting sustainable production and consumption patterns; promoting environmental awareness and education as well as enhanced participation by civil society; promoting regional co-operation in the field of environmental protection; implementation and enforcement of multilateral environmental agreements; and strengthening environmental management, monitoring and control systems. Other areas in which environmental issues are addressed include co-operation on: indigenous peoples and other ethnic groups; industrial development; mining; tourism; regional integration; and scientific and technological co-operation.
Free Trade Agreement between the Republic of Korea and the Republic of Turkey
The RTA between Korea and Turkey that came into force in May 2013 consists of a framework agreement establishing the free trade area and a specific Agreement on Trade in Goods. The framework agreement includes a specific chapter on Trade and Sustainable Development, while environmental provisions in the Agreement on Trade in Goods relate primarily the general exceptions of GATT Article XX and similar exceptions for particular chapters. The Preamble to the framework agreement states the parties' desire to strengthen the development and enforcement of environmental laws and policies and promote sustainable development commitments.
The provisions of the trade and sustainable development chapter include reaffirming the parties' commitment to the effective implementation in their laws and practices of the multilateral environmental agreements to which they are party. The right to regulate is confirmed, but each party is required to strive to ensure that its laws and policies provide for and encourage high levels of environmental protection, and strive to continue to improve its levels of protection. The Parties agree not to weaken or otherwise derogate from the environmental protection provided by their laws and regulations in order to encourage trade or investment. They agree to strive to facilitate and promote trade and foreign direct investment in environmental goods and services, including environmental technologies, sustainable renewable energy, energy-efficient products and services and eco-labelled goods, including through addressing related non-tariff barriers.
The chapter commits the parties to initiating co-operative activities on trade-related aspects of environmental policy, and gives an indicative list of areas for co-operation. The areas covered include: exchange of views on the impacts of the RTA on sustainable development; co-operation in relevant international fora; promoting the ratification of multilateral environmental agreements with an impact on trade; exchange of information and co-operation on eco-labelling and green public procurement; exchange of views on the trade impact of environmental regulations, norms and standards; trade-related aspects of the international climate change regime; co-operation on trade-related aspects of biodiversity including in relation to biofuels; trade-related measures to promote sustainable fishing practices; trade-related measures to tackle deforestation; trade-related aspects of multilateral environmental agreements; exchange of views on the relationship between multilateral environmental agreements and international trade rules; exchange of information and co-operation on the prevention of industrial pollution and best practice techniques.
For the purpose of implementing the trade and sustainable development chapter the parties establish contact points in their respective environment ministries. There is no recourse to the agreement's dispute settlement mechanism for any matter arising under the chapter. The TPA includes commitments in the Preamble related to environment and sustainable development, and a general exceptions clause in which the environmentrelated exceptions of GATT Article XX and GATS Article XIV are incorporated into and made part of the agreement. Similar exceptions are included in the chapters on government procurement and investment. An environment chapter commits the parties to, among other things:
 Strive to ensure their laws and policies provide for and encourage high levels of environmental protection and strive to continue to improve their respective levels of environmental protection;
 Adopt, maintain, and implement laws, regulations, and all other measures to fulfil obligations under certain listed Multilateral Environmental Agreements;
 Not fail to effectively enforce their environmental laws;
 Not waive or derogate from, or offer to waive or otherwise derogate from their environmental laws in a manner affecting trade and investment between the parties;  Provide fair, equitable, and transparent procedures for interested persons to request investigations of alleged violations of such laws.
The environment chapter also includes provisions allowing any person of a party to file a submission with a secretariat asserting that a party is failing to effectively enforce its environmental laws, and establishes parameters under which the secretariat will consider the submission and, in certain cases, prepare a factual record related to the submission.
Implementation of the environment chapter is overseen by the Environmental Affairs Council, comprising cabinet-level or equivalent representatives of the parties or their designees. The Council is required to promote public participation in its work, including by engaging in a dialogue on environmental issues of interest to the public.
The environment chapter commits the parties to expanding their co-operative relationship, and notes that they have concluded a parallel Environmental Co-operation Agreement. This describes the modalities and forms of co-operation, mechanisms for public participation, priority areas for co-operation, and the provision of finance and other resources. An Environmental Co-operation Commission is established to develop a work programme and oversee its implementation.
All provisions of the environment chapter are subject to dispute settlement, initially through consultation and, if necessary, reference to the Environmental Affairs Council. Matters that are not resolved by the Council are subject to the dispute settlement mechanism of the TPA, with recourse to an Arbitral Panel if agreement cannot be reached. Panellists for disputes arising under the environment chapter are selected from a mutually agreed roster of individuals with appropriate environmental expertise.
Recent developments in implementing the environmental provisions of RTAs
Of the seven RTAs reviewed in this update, only those involving Canada, the European Union and the United States establish a comprehensive mechanism for implementing their environmental provisions. The other RTAs discussed in the previous section include no specific mechanisms for implementing their environmental provisions, other than through the designation of contact points. Progress in implementing the environmental provisions of a number of existing RTAs is summarised below: Canada-Chile: The annual Canada-Chile Council Session took place on September 26-27, 2013 to review progress on implementation of the Canada-Chile Agreement on the Environment. A public session was held concurrently. Several projects supported by Canada's climate change "Fast-Start Finance" were concluded by March 2013. These included support for the development of a strategic framework for the adaptation of public infrastructure to climate change, support for an assessment of soil management and restoration practices and support for the development of mitigation actions in the housing sector, and support for ecological restoration for a protected area in the context of climate change adaptation. In addition, environmental conservation projects took place on migratory birds and invasive species.
New Zealand
New Zealand's international environmental co-operation activities are administered by the Ministry for the Environment according to three strategic objectives:
 Advance and protect New Zealand's interests on issues relating to the economy and the environment;
 Meet New Zealand's international commitments; and  Harvest international thinking and best practice on environmental management.
Working within this strategy, New Zealand currently has eight environmental cooperation agreements with eleven countries, linked to free trade agreements with those countries. The most active of these relationships is with China, where since 2008 the two countries have co-operated on three priority areas:
 Water quality in rural areas;  Chemicals and contaminated land; and  Invasive species and biodiversity.
United States
The United States continues to support environmental co-operation activities with FTA partner countries. Since December 2012, the United States has begun to programme an additional USD 6.2 million to support activities that: strengthen effective implementation and enforcement of environmental laws and regulations; encourage the development and adoption of sound environmental practices and technologies; promote sustainable development and management of environmental resources; and, promote civil society participation in environmental decision-making. The United States also continues to support external monitoring and evaluation of our environmental co-operation programs. 
4-5 June 2013: Meetings of the US-Peru Environmental Affairs Council and
European Union
On 11 September 2013, Korea hosted the second meeting of the Committee on Trade and Sustainable Development in Seoul. During the meeting, both sides briefed the Committee on the work of their respective Domestic Advisory Groups (DAGs), exchanged views on each side's environment and labour policies, and discussed cooperation under Annex 13 of the FTA. In addition, a Labour Workshop and the Civil Society Forum were organised on 12-13 September 2013 by Korean and EU DAGs.
Recent developments in assessing the impacts of RTAs
Ex ante impact assessments
The impact assessments that have been carried out to date by Canada, the European Union and the United States are listed in Tables A3, A4 and A5 of the Annex. Four assessments have been conducted since the previous update, for Canada-Honduras (final), EU-Morocco (interim), EU-Tunisia (interim) and US-TPP (interim).
In 2001 Canada embarked on trade negotiations with El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua, and conducted an initial Environmental Assessment of the proposed FTA between Canada and the Central America Four. After the negotiations reached an impasse, bilateral negotiations with Honduras continued, and a Final Environmental Assessment of the Canada-Honduras Free Trade Agreement has been undertaken. The assessment examined the impacts of liberalising trade in industrial products, agriculture, services, investment, and other areas (provisions on competition policy, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, technical barriers to trade, institutional arrangements and dispute settlement). It concluded that because Canada's trade with Honduras is only a small proportion of its total activity, no significant environmental impacts within Canada would occur as a result of the expected changes in trade flows. Increased trade between Canada and Honduras would lead to increased transportation activity, but it was expected that the environmental impacts would be offset by a variety of mitigating factors (including increased efficiencies and Canada's strong regulatory system). The assessment identified potential for increased exposure to invasive alien species, diseases and agricultural chemicals, and highlighted the need to maintain vigilance in these areas. The EU's Interim Sustainability Impact Assessment (SIA) of the proposed Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA) between the EU and Morocco used a computable general equilibrium economic model to assess the economic impacts of the trade agreement and two environmental impacts (CO 2 emissions and land use). The model indicated a slight increase in emissions in the EU and globally (which was too small to be significant), while Moroccan emissions would be unchanged. The intensity of land use was expected to decrease by 0.1 % in the EU, and increase by 0.3 % in Morocco. Additional environmental analysis was carried out for Morocco. This indicated an overall decrease in air pollution, but potentially adverse impacts on water resources and biodiversity. These findings will inform the subsequent stages of the impact assessment study, which will examine individual economic sectors in more depth and identify policy recommendations.
A similar approach was used in the impact assessment of the DCFTA between the EU and Tunisia. An increase in CO 2 emissions was projected in the EU, Tunisia and globally, but the overall global impact was too small to be significant. Land use was unaffected in the EU, but would increase by 1.4 % in Tunisia. The additional environmental analysis for Tunisia indicated an overall increase in air pollution and potentially adverse impacts on water resources. The subsequent stages of the impact assessment study will examine the impacts in more depth and identify policy recommendations.
The United States' interim Environmental Review of the Trans-Pacific Partnership focused primarily on impacts in the United States, but also examined a variety of transboundary and global issues to identify possible environmental concerns and areas for possible attention in bilateral and regional co-operation. The preliminary analysis indicated that the likelihood and magnitude of any increased risks with respect to these issues would be small. For impacts in the US, specific issues identified for further analysis include: the potential for localised impacts at selected maritime ports; increased risk of introduction of invasive species; potential impacts due to increased domestic production of liquefied natural gas. In each case, the likelihood and magnitude of any increased risks appear to be small. Any additional pressure on the environment resulting from increased trade and investment in the TPP countries is expected to be countered by accompanying measures related to strengthening environmental laws and conservation activities, as well as new investment in environmentally-preferable technologies and higher standards of environmental performance.
Ex-post impact assessments
No new ex post assessments of environmental impacts have been identified since the previous update. Tables   Table A1. Trade agreements notified since previous update: overview of environmental provisions Table A2 . Regional Trade Agreements referenced in JWPTE updates Table A3 . Canadian Environmental Assessments of RTAs Table A4 . US Environmental Reviews of RTAs 
Annex I Summary
Canada
On 18 October 2013 Canada and the European Union announced that an agreement in principle towards a Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) has been reached. In CETA, Canada and the EU will commit to seeking high levels of environmental protection, enforcing environmental laws and not waiving or derogating from these laws in order to promote trade or attract investment. CETA will recognize the importance of managing forests, fisheries and aquaculture in a sustainable way and include commitments to cooperate on trade-related environmental issues of common interest, such as impact assessments, climate change and conservation, and sustainable use of natural resources. CETA will also include provisions on trade and sustainable development that reflect the significance of this area for Canada and the EU.
In the past year, Canada and Japan have held four negotiating sessions towards a Canada-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement.
Following the political commitment to modernise the Canada-Israel agreement, discussions continue to identify the elements to be considered.
The most important engagement for Canada at the moment is the negotiation for the Trans Pacific Partnership. It is an undertaking without precedent for Canada, as it involves negotiating a trade agreement among 12 countries. Since the last update, two more rounds of negotiation were held in Malaysia and Brunei. The Environment Working Group continues to make progress on narrowing positions with respect to the consolidated negotiating text, consistent with TPP Leaders' instructions to conclude these negotiations in early 2014.
New Zealand
New Zealand is in plurilateral negotiations for a regional trade agreement -the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) -with Canada, the United States, Mexico, Peru, Chile, Australia, Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei, Viet Nam and Japan. The negotiations include discussions on a trade and environment chapter.
Nineteen full rounds of negotiations have been held with TPP countries. The Environment Working Group is working with a consolidated text to resolve remaining 3 The information provided in this section is the latest available at the time of publication and is likely to become quickly outdated.
issues. In addition to traditional environmental provisions, TPP countries are considering how they might address a range of other shared trade and environmental challenges, including climate change, conservation, IUU fishing and fisheries subsidies.
New Zealand is currently engaged in bilateral negotiations for free trade agreements with India; the Customs Union of Russia, Kazakhstan and Belarus; and the Republic of Korea.
New Zealand is a fully committed participant in the 16 country Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) negotiations. Three negotiation rounds have been held so far. Discussions have taken place in a positive and constructive atmosphere and focused largely on how to plan the way forward in the areas of goods market access, services, and investment. It is expected that trade-and-environment issues will feature in future discussions.
Switzerland
The bilateral FTA between Switzerland and China was signed on 6 July 2013. The FTA contains a chapter on environmental issues. 
